
Scripture Verse: Romans 5:1
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand.”

Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8 (NRSV)
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God."

Bonus Verse: Psalm 46:1 (NRSV)
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

Workshop Objectives:
At the end of this workshop the students will:

1)  be able to differentiate between Martin Luther and Martin Luther King, Jr.

2)  be able to place the Reformation Movement in time as compared to Columbus’ 
voyage in 1492.

3)  understand that Martin Luther began the Reformation Movement that resulted in a 
wide variety of Protestant denominations.  This movement began with Luther’s 
95 Theses, or reasons.

4)  identify that the Lutheran Church is founded on Martin Luther’s Biblical teachings.

6)  understand that Luther translated the Old Testament from its original Hebrew and 
New Testament from its original Greek into German, the language spoken in the 
home.  The Bible had NEVER been in the language of the people before.  It was 
only in the hands of the priests lest it became misused.  

7)  understand that Martin Luther sought to reform the Roman Catholic Church, not 
leave it.  He called on the church to reform based on his Biblical studies and his 
own experience with freedom of faith.  He wrote about these in his 95 Theses.  
He nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenburg Cathedral, as was 
customary for opening debate.  He didn’t realize that this action would start the 
Protestant Reformation.

8)  understand that Guttenberg got a hold of Luther’s 95 Theses and printed it, and 
distributed it all over Germany.  Luther didn’t anticipate this would happen, but 
because it happened, it helped open the debate.

9)  know that Guttenberg developed the first moveable-type printing press in 1440, and 
introduced it in 1453.  The first book that was printed was the Guttenberg Bible.  
The printing press operated at three minutes per page.  The Internet is the 
Guttenberg Press of today.  This was a big deal at the time.
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10)  understand that what makes us Lutheran is our belief in “Justification by grace 
through faith for Christ’s sake.”        Romans 5:1

11)  understand that God comes to us in the Word (Bible)  and Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Baptism.  This is one of the reasons why worship is so 
important for us..

14)  know that Luther and other reformers often encouraged people to read the Bible 
for themselves.

15)  be able to repeat the memory verse.

Purpose:   

Students will explore print in a variety of languages, working to translate a verse in the 
Bible.  They will develop a timeline of history showing what was going on around the 
time of Luther and the Reformation.  Students will experiment with different methods of 
printing.

Supplies:
• Books on the Reformation Movement to illustrate your summary of that time.
• Concordances with a Hebrew and Greek dictionary in the back.
• Bibles in a variety of translations.
• Typewriter
• Typesetting materials
• Stamp pads
• Romans 5:1, Ephesians 2:8, and Psalm 46:1 written out with each word on a 

separate index card with magnet tape affixed to the back.
• Copies of Luther's 95 These in Latin, German, and in English
• Handouts of the Bible in German
• Laptop computer and access to the printers and copy machine in the office 

workroom.
• Photos of Martin Luther and of Martin Luther King, Jr.
• Map showing Rome, Germany, Spain etc.
• Background information on the Guttenberg Press
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Lesson:

Welcome students to class and introduce your self.  If this is the first Sunday in 
the rotation or you have younger students, place the cards for Psalm 46, 
scrambled on the table.  As the students arrive, have them put the verse in 
order and then find it in the Bible.   If students have their personal Bible with 
them.  Have them underline the verse.  The person we will be learning about 
today, Martin Luther, used Psalm 46 as an important message to people stay 
strong during tough times.

Explain that we are probably here in Sunday School today because of a man 
named Martin Luther.  (Show the picture of Martin Luther.)  Compare the picture 
of Martin Luther to Martin Luther King, Jr.  Ask what the children know of these 
men?  Martin Luther King, Jr. peacefully worked for civil  rights.  Place the photo 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. on the time line.  (1955)

Martin Luther believed in reading scripture in his own language and studying it 
to find the truth about God and Jesus Christ.  In his time, this was very 
revolutionary.  Place the photo of Martin Luther on the time line.  (1483)   Let's 
find out why.

At that time, there was only one type of church - the Roman Catholic Church.  
No matter what country you lived in, you followed the rules of this church in 
Rome and whatever the leader of this church said to be true was true.  
Everyone in Western Europe was Roman Catholic.  Show the map of Western 
Europe.  Have the students locate Rome, Germany, Spain, and England.  Point 
out how far away these places are from Rome.

Luther was concerned about some of the teachings of the church.  He was a 
great Bible teacher at a university, and studied the Bible a lot.  One of the things 
the church was saying was that you could buy a piece of paper to help you get 
into heaven and to forgive you your sins.

Martin Luther thought a lot about this.  The church had made him very 
concerned about this sinful nature.  He tried everything he could to be a good 
person and right with God.  He became a monk; he fasted and deprived himself 
of sleep and studied the scriptures.  And that's when it happened.

He was reading in Paul's letter to the Romans.  And he read the following 
passage.   (Ask the students what they remember about Paul?  This is the 
rotation that we just finished, "The Conversion of Saul.") 

Place the sheets of paper with the words from Romans 5:1 on the floor or table 
in a scramble.  Help the class find the scripture using the following questions:
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1)  Is a letter written by the apostle Paul going to be found in the Old Testament 
or the New Testament?

2)  The first four books of the New Testament are the gospels.  Name them:  
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  What do the gospels talk about?  (They are 
about the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  Life of Jesus for short.)

3)  The rest of the New Testament is about the birth and growth of the Christian 
Church.

4)  Find the Book of Romans.  It comes right after Acts.  Right after the gospels.

5)  The book is divided into chapters; find the fifth chapter - those are the big 
numbers.

6)  We want the first verse.

Unscramble the verse and tack the completed verse in order on the bulletin 
board or magnetic cabinets.  Have students underline this verse in their Bible.

Discussion:  "Justified by Faith"

When Paul wrote that we are justified by faith, and when Martin Luther read that 
scripture, they both understood the following:

1)  When we sin, we fall away from God.  We are not in good standing with God.

2)  When Jesus died on the cross, we were made right with God.  God forgives 
us and opens the doors to heaven.  Our faith in that alone is what makes it 
happen.

3)  We cannot do anything on our own; it is all God's work.  This is known as 
"grace."

Now help the class find the Book of Ephesians.  This is another letter Paul 
wrote.  We are looking for Ephesians 2:8.

Have them unscramble this verse as well and tack it up.

Ask, how this verse relates to Romans 5:1?  Both are saying the same thing.  It 
is because of God's love that we are saved.  If you read further in Ephesians 
2:9-10, you come to understand that it is because of God's great love that we 
want to do well and please God, and do our best.

Hand out Ephesians 2:8 in German.  Don't tell the class what it is.  See if they 
can figure it out.  Give them a minute to ponder this.  Tell them it is God's Word.  
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Ask them to read it.  Ask them what it means?  Why can't they tell you what it 
means?  Right.  It's in another language.  German.  If someone is present who 
can read German, have them read the passage to the class.  Now can they 
understand it?

Explain that this was was similar to Luther's time.  The Word of God was in 
Hebrew and in Greek.  The only people who could read it were the priests.  
Worship was done in Latin.  Pretty much, only the priests and scholars could 
speak Latin.  Luther really wanted people to be able to read the Bible for 
themselves.  He was put on trial for his beliefs based on the Word of God.  
(Show the class the 95 Theses.)  He was asked to 'recant' - take them all back 
and say they aren't true.  He couldn't do that.  He said, "Here I stand.  I can do 
no other."  After the trail he had to hide in a friend’s castle or he would have 
been killed.  While he was there, he translated the Bible into German, the 
language of his people so everyone could read it.

The Guttenberg Printing Press was new at the time and because if it, Luther's 
Theses and the Bible were distributed all over Germany so that everyone could 
read God's Word.  (Add the press to the timeline.  (1453)

How do we communicate today?  Postal mail, TV, radio, internet, email, phone, 
scype....  We have some old methods of communion for you to try out today.  
Explain the devices and how to use them.  

 •  Typewriter
 •  Printing Press materials

We also have a concordance for you to try your hand at translation, just like 
Luther did.  Work with children in groups or one on one with the concordance.

Allow the class time to explore these items.

Closing:

Hand out Faith Journal Pages.  Make sure children insert them into the Luther 
portion of their Faith Journal.  You may have time to start them in class, other 
wise they may be finished at home.

Close with Prayer:
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Dear Forgiving God, 

We thank you for the greatest treasure of the church, your holy Word.  It is 
amazing that you really do forgive us of everything wrong that we do.  While 
there is nothing we can do to deserve this, we would sure like to live up to the 
generosity of this grace.   Help us to love and care for others as you love and 
care for us.  Amen.

Other things that can be added to the time line:  

Columbus sailed the ocean blue in 1492.  

The pilgrims in 1620.  

The American Revolution 1776.  

The year Gloria Dei Began:  1905.  

The year/years the children in this  class were born.  

This current year:  ______.  

If you are able to, it would be cool to also have such a time line developed on a 
computer and print a copy for each child in the class each week as an example 
of how far communication has come.
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